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29 March 2007

Andren bid for Senate 
 
Federal Independent Member for Calare Peter Andren has announced he will 
stand for the Senate at the next federal election. 
 
“After lengthy consideration of my options, I have decided I can best use my 
parliamentary skills to represent the whole state as a Senator for NSW,” Mr 
Andren said. 
 
“Almost 12 months ago, long before the recent redistribution of electoral 
boundaries, I discussed with the Clerks of both Houses of Parliament the 
process involved in running for the Senate. 
 
“I have thought long and hard about contesting a Senate seat since the 2004 
election delivered control of both houses to the government. I believe our 
democracy is best served by a Senate that is a true house of review, whichever 
party forms government in the House of Representatives. 
 
“Since the last election I have been contacted by many voters who want to see a 
truly proportionally represented Senate which can act as a balance of 
responsibility on the excesses of government of either political persuasion. 
 
“We had that between 1980 and 2004 with the good work of minor parties and 
independents such as Senator Harradine on complex issues such as the GST, 
native title and workplace reforms.  
 
“I believe the electorate strongly wants that close examination and amendment 
of legislation to be restored. 
 
“This has not been an easy decision, but the effective abolition of the seat of 
Calare with its splitting into two has made that decision easier. I can now try to 
continue to represent all my current constituents as well as the rest of the state. 
 
“I will not be actively campaigning for any Senate election until my duties 
cease as the Member for Calare on the dissolution of the current parliament. 
Until then, my staff and I will continue to serve the people of Calare right up 
until the next election,” Mr Andren said. 
  
For further information:  02 6277 2341 or 0419 612 891. 
 
 


